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j 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

P a £ es 2-12 

pages 



as originally filed 



1, la, 3a, 3b 



, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 
pages 



, filed with the letter of 21 September 2004 (21.09.2004) 



2-28 



as originally filed 



as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
. , filed with the demand 



the drawings: 



filed with the letter of 21 September 2004 (21.09.2004) 



1/3-3/3 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
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pages — — 
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filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 



„, filed with the letter of 



_ , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the foUowing ?i a ge which „. 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

o^SsT 386 ^ tranS ' ati0n fi,miShed * C PUrP ° SCS ° f intemationaI Preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

' X^JSJ^^ «" «» application, the international 

LJ contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^ 212: zixzxssssss^ sequence ,isting does not g ° be - d *— » - 

2eVf?She n d. that inf0m,ati0n reC ° rded in C ° mpUter readable f ° rm is identical 10 the w »«- -quence listing has 

□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 

| □ ^sss^^A^sssr^a^ sta « - ^ — - - 

I ** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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Claims 
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Claims 



1-28 
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NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 
Citations and explanations 

1. US-A-4 646 722 (Dl) , which is acknowledged by the 

applicant in the description, discloses an endoscope 
with a hygienic protective device according to the 
preamble of independent claim 1. 

The problem to be solved by the characterizing 
features of the present application can be regarded 
as that of quickly producing a secure connection 
between the cover and the endoscope by applying 
negative pressure between the cover and the endoscope 
shaft to suction away the air present there. 

Another document, EP-A-0 310 515, discloses the 
application of negative pressure between a dental 
camera and a protective device for the camera via 
channels integrated into the camera. However, a 
combination of features according to claim 1 of the 
present application can also be used irrespective of 
the type of endoscope owing to the integration of the 
channels into the endoscope protective device and is 
therefore neither known nor derivable in an obvious 
way from Dl or the other remaining documents . Claim 1 
therefore meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) 
to (4) . 
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Independent claims 2 7 and 2 8 describe the use of the 
claimed device with the characterizing features and 
therefore also meet the PCT requirements for novelty 
and inventive step. The same applies to claims 2 to 
26, which are dependent on claim 1. 
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